Vermont 2001 Safety Belt Usage Survey

The year 2001 represents the sixteenth annual safety belt observational survey conducted under
the auspices of the Vermont Governor’s Highway Safety Program and the fourth under the revised
methodology.

This survey methodology was developed by the Institute for Traffic Safety Management and
Research, University at Albany, State University of New York to be consistent with the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s 1998 guidelines for state observational surveys. The
differences between the old and new methodologies and the steps taken to implement the new
methodology were highlighted in the 1998 report

This year’s field survey was conducted predominantly during September, 2001. Data were
collected using paper data forms for front seat occupants of Vermont registered vehicles wearing
safety belts at 82 designated sites throughout the state. In a few instances, designated backup sites
were substituted for the primary sites where traffic and roadway geometry precluded a safe
observational point in conformance with the study design and the instructions of the field manual.

The specific sites were selected by the Institute for Traffic Safety Management and Research and
NHTSA. The selection was stratified by region of the state and roadway volume as VMT (vehicle
miles traveled). However, due to an absence of actual roadway volume data for local roads,
roadway functional classification was used as a surrogate for this characteristic.

Data were collected for all days of the week including weekends. Appendix A details the sites and
the date/time each location was observed. The results are displayed in Tables 1a and 1b.

Table 1a. Driver Safety Belt Usage Rate Table 1b. Occupant Safety Belt Usage Rate
Highl Medium Low Total Highl Medium Low Total
North]  73.4%| 63.2%| 62.3%| 65.6% North|  73.0%| 63.7%| 61.0%| 65.2%
South| 68.5%| 65.6%| 66.5%| 66.6% Southl 68.5%| 65.8%| 65.9%| 66.5%
Chittenden|  75.0%| 64.6%| 77.1%| 72.7% Chittenden| 75.6%| 64.2%| 76.5%| 72.8%
State-Wide| 67.6%) State-Wide] 67.4%|

Var = 0.0166 (1.7%)

Std Err = 0.1902 (19.0%)

Var = 0.0149 (1.5%)

Std Err = 0.1812 (18.1%)

The percentage of drivers with belts was 68%, and the percentage of total occupants with belts
was 67%. Detailed results for all sites are presented in Appendix B.

The statistical methods used to evaluate the observational data are in conformance with those
developed by NHTSA and the Institute for Traffic Safety Management and Research, University
at Albany, State University of New York. They were described in complete detail in the 1999
report.
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Appendix A: Observational Schedule and Sites

SitelD Date Time Name SitelD Date Time Name
2307 09/20/01 8:34 Jps 1312 09/10/01 10:54 Jps
2201 09/20/01 6:49 Jps 1209 09/09/01 11:50 Jps
2308 09/20/01 7:40 Jps 1307 09/21/01 2:06 Jps
2207 09/19/01 4:20 Jps 1308 09/21/01 1:03 Jps
2106 09/13/01 4:19 Jps 1202 09/21/01 12:00 Jps
2301 09/18/01 11:06 Jps 1207 09/21/01 3:16 Jps
2304 09/18/01 12:45 Jps 1105 09/11/01 1:50 Jps
2302 09/18/01 9:42 Jps 2103 09/19/01 1:24 Jps
2303 09/18/01 1:32 Jps 2203 09/19/01 10:55 Jps
2104 09/18/01 12:00 Jps 3302 09/24/01 7:22 Jps
1303 09/09/01 2:00 Jps 3108 09/24/01 8:19 Jps
1205 09/11/01 9:03 Jps 3301 09/24/01 9:30 Jps
1208 09/21/01 7:45 Jps 3201 09/24/01 10:23 Jps
1204 09/13/01 12:43 Jps 3102 09/24/01 11:16 Jps
1310 09/10/01 1:50 Jps 2107 09/21/01 6:17 Jps
2205 09/19/01 8:28 Jps 2214 09/20/01 1:05 Jps
2210 09/19/01 9:35 Jps 2212 09/18/01 4:20 Jps
2311 09/19/01 12:32 Jps 2209 08/31/01 11:58 Jps
2312 09/19/01 11:45 Jps 2204 09/23/01 11:07 Jps
2108 09/20/01 9:53 Jps 2206 09/23/01 12:13 Jps
2101 09/18/01 2:26 Jps 2309 09/19/01 6:51 Jps
2102 09/18/01 8:53 Jps 2310 09/19/01 7:42 Jps
2105 09/18/01 3:16 Jps 2208 09/18/01 7:39 Jps
2202 09/20/01] 11:43 Jps 2211 08/31/01 12:55 Jps
2213 09/19/01 2:48 Jps 3202 09/25/01 9:53 Jps
3204 09/07/01 1:10 Jps 3305 09/23/01 1:19 Jps
3107 09/07/01 2:52 Jps 3203 09/09/01 6:59 Jps
3101 09/07/01 1:57 Jps 3103 09/09/01 7:55 Jps
3104 09/08/01 2:35 Jps 3311 09/23/01 2:16 Jps
1306 09/11/01 2:40 Jps 3206 09/25/01 4:12 Jps
1101 09/11/01 12:50 Jps 3105 09/23/01 3:36 Jps
1206 09/09/01 10:42 Jps 3303 09/07/01 12:13 Jps
1203 09/09/01 9:05 Jps 3304 09/24/01 4:07 Jps
1104 09/10/01 11:40 Jps 3106 09/07/01 11:22 Jps
1311 09/10/01 12:30 Jps 1305 09/11/01 3:35 Jps
1107 09/10/01 2:52 Jps 1302 09/21/01 9:49 Jps
1321 09/10/01 4:10 Jps 1301 09/21/01 8:52 Jps
1108 09/11/01 9:58 Jps 1201 09/25/01 12:40 Jps
1106 09/11/01 10:56 Jps 1304 09/09/01 1:08 Jps
1103 09/11/01 12:04 Jps 2305 09/20/01 3:23 Jps
1102 09/10/01 10:06 Jps 2306 09/20/01 2:31 Jps
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